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The President 
The l'lhi te House 
l'lashington, Doe. 
Dear Mr. President: 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510 
September 20, 1978 
The Energy and l'la ter Development Appr~pr.i .~ ,~~._op. 
Bill, fiscal year 1979 (H.R. 12928, Public Works) -~~ 
in the final stages of the legislative process and will 
be sent to 'you in the near future for your approval. 
Because certain officials in the Executive ' 
Branch have stated their intention to recommend that you 
veto this bill, we urge you to give your careful 
attention and your every consideration to the strong and 
ovenvhelming Congressional support of this highly important 
measure before acting on any such recommendations from 
those officials. 
We sincerely hope that you will riot vetd this bill. 
The House passed the bill by a vote of 263 to 59 and the 
Senate passed its version by a vote of 89 to s. On Septem-
ber 14th, the House adopted the Conference version of the 
bill by a vote of 319 to 71. The bill provides appropriations 
totaling $,10.2 billion of which $6~1 billion is for the 
"Department of Energy, $3.2 billion is for the Corps of 
Engineers and Bureau of Reclamation, and $0.9 billion is 
for other agencies. The bill is almost $300 million belo,~ 
the comparable 1978 appropriations and it is $879 million 
(new budget authority) below the amended budget estimates 
submitted to the Congress. 
With respect to water resources development, the bill 
provides for 45 new construction starts, including 18 new 
starts recommended in your budget. There were 'no ne,\[ starts 
in 1978 and the Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of Reclama-
tion will complete 69 projects in 1978 and 1979. Of the 
eight projects for which funds were eliminated in the 1978 
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bill, only three are funded for construction in this bill, 
t\vO are eliminated, and three receive small amounts of study 
. funds. Also, two of the eight projects which were ftinded 
in the 1978 bill receive no funding in this bill. 
Mr. President, the Congress will continue to give ~ .- , 
careful consideration to your recommendations and proposals, 
but we submit that this bill is a fair and responsible measure.: 
It was developed and considered over an eigl1t montl1 period 
through our democratic process. We firmly believe that this 
process produces a sense of priorities and needs for our 
nation which is equally as keen, competent and as well-informed 
as those of the officials who are advising you. We strongly 
urge you to accept this bill. 
. ? ). 1 I . ( ) '-~ I-~ 
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